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7 i any of our unwary Countrymen, from 


Advertiſement, 


72 E many injurious Reflections, that of 
late have been publiſhed, to the Pre- 


1 of the preſent Government and Ad- 
miniſtration z the unwearied Labours of a 
diſaſfected Party, by Ridicule, or Cenſure, to 
galienate the Afections of the Nation from 
our happy Eſtabliſhment, together with the 
Bilence of its abler Friends, determined the 
Author of the following Diſcourſe, to Come 
179 with the Importunity of his Hearers, in 
| making it publick: 1f it proves a Mean of 
reclaiming any of the Diſaſfected, or of keep- 


being ſeduced by their Influence, the Intention 
Ti it will be gained, 
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E R M O N. 


: DE u r. xxxiii. 29, 
pry art thou, O Ifrael! JF ho is like unto 
= thee, O People ſaved by the Logp, the 
: 2 Shield of thy Help, and who is the Sword 
| of thy Excellency ! 


— 


HIS National Thankſgiving is in- 
tended as an Acknowledgment of 
1 the Divine Goodneſs, in the Bleſ- 
4 ſing of Peace, lately effected for 
Europe, and for us. — I do not imagine, 
F. we are in all Reſpects competent Judges 
this Event, conſidered in a Political Light: 

| Nor is it our preſent Buſineſs to enquire, 
| \Whether it is the beſt that could be had, or 
'< | better might have been obtained? Theſe 
Ind the like Enquiries I ſhall leave to others, 
After T have obſerved, that about a Year ago, 
* every 


e 
every Lover of our Country, would have 
counted it no ſmall Bleſſing to obtain | 


Peace, and publick Safety, on the very 
Terms on which we now have them. 


— 
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But I apprehend, That the ſpecial Buſſ. 5 "pe 
neſs of this'Day, calls every judicigus and f T 
unbiaſſed Hearer to join with me, in re- 
collecting the ſignal Degrees of National 1 
Happineſs, which we have enjoyed ſince the 4 
Revolution, in remembering to what immi- 8 | 
nent Danger the Privileges then obtained 
have ſince been expoſed (particularly in the 2" 
late War;) and from theſe Reflections to 
bleſs and magnify our God, who, in his merci- 
ful Providence, has by this Peace prevented 
and removed our alarming Fears, and gives "3 
us the delightful Proſpect of the undiſturbed 1 
Enjoyment of our invaluable Privileges, if | 
our own Diſcontent will allow us to reliſh 
them. A 


In order to engage to this reaſonable Duty, WE 
I have read theſe Words of Maſes, the Man 
of God, delivered by him on reviewing the . 
diſtinguiſhing Bleſſings, which God had con- 
ferred on the Tribes of 1ſrael, and the 
greater Happineſs, he had yet in Store for 


that 


675 
4 Nat favourite People. The ſpecial Pro- 
© ences of God, in behalf of the Family 
| Jacob, are known to every one who 
ads the Bible. And however extraordi- 
=. and favourable theſe were; yet I am 
8 ertvaded, that, on Enquiry, the Bleſſings 
Fonferred on us, will be found incomparably 
greater, Khan thoſe beſtowed on them; in 
9 much, that I may tranſpoſe theſe Words; 
Ind in applying them to BRITAIx, I may 
ſuſtly ſay, Happy, greatly happy, art 
thou, OBRITAIN! Who is like unto thee? 
Which of all the Nations around thee, 
knows ſuch Happineſs as thine? Or is 
there on Record, a People who enjoyed 
% ſo many, and ſuch diſtinguiſhing Privi- 
leges as thou poſſeſſeſt? This is the doing 
of the Lord: It is he who ſaved thee 
Ch 4 from thine Enemies: From him | is thy 


. 1 N ; 


23 | molt grateful Raum are due, as to the 


Shield of thy Help, and the Sword of 
: 15 C | ty Excellency. 122 


A This Truth 1 propoſe as the Subject of 
4 dur preſent Meditation. And in diſcourſi ing 
2 f it, I ſhall endeavour,—1 , To view the 


4 pgnal Bleſſings which diſtinguiſh this happy 
5 Iſland: 


Iſland:—2dly, To enquite, by what pecu. 
lar Providences, theſe Bleſſings have been 
conferred on us, and continued with us:. 
34ly, By Way of Application, To conde- 
ſcend on the ſpecial Obligations, of Grati- 
tude and Duty, which theſe Benefits lay on 
us. | 


Voe are, in the #r/? Place, to cond der our 
National Happineſs, by repreſenting the 
ſignal Bleſſings which diſtinguiſh BRITAIN. 

This Subject is of ſo great Extent, that 
all J can propoſe, is to give ſome general 
View of the peculiar Favours God has be: 
ſtowed on us; and doubtleſs, if our Taſte 
is not pall'd by long Enjoyment, if we are 
not become like the full Soul, which lothes 
the Honey - comb, we will find a peculiar Plea: 
ſure in reflecting, 


1. On our religious Advantages.—-The 
Truths of God, theſe important Truths, on 
which our greateſt, even our eternal Inte: 
reſts, depend, are ſo clearly taught; — the 
Means of Inſtruction are ſo frequent, and 
of ſuch eaſy Acceſs, that Ignorance muſt be 
accounted among the groſſeſt Crimes, and 
nothing but ſupine Negligence can render 
a ö the 


9 
the Inhabitants of our Land guilty of it. 
| The Ordinances of God, are diſpenſed with 
Purity.—Eccleſiaſtick Government is with. 
out that Mixture of "Tyranny under which 
other Churches groane; and free from the 
many coercive and reſtraining Laws laid on 
the Conſciences of their unhappy Votaries. 
With us every Man is called, to be fully per- 
ſuaded in his ot] Mind, and to ſearch and try, 


l whether Things be as they are taught. The 
a Rights of private Judgment are aſſerted . 
at and while our Principles contain 20 Matter 
al of Wrong, or wicked Lewdneſs, we are al- 
. lowed to enjoy them, without Diſturbance, 


”Tis true, this Privilege may be abuſed ; 
and the many Sectaries, and Schiſmaticks 
amongſt us, will perhaps be conſidered as 
an Argument againſt it: But if we wiſh to 
others, the Bleſſings we ourſelves prize, we 
Yo muſt reckon their Privilege and Immunity, 
the Glory of our Land, —This truly noble 


0 and precious Right will be more valued, 
55 if we remember former Times, when haugh- 

4 ty Monarchs dickated their Subjects Faith, 
4 and demanded their Belief and Obedience, 
5 under the moſt ſevere Penalties :—Or when. 
| 


;gnorant and lazy Monks had Authority 
enough to make their own ſuperſtitious 
D Dreams 
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Dreams to be received for Divine Revela: 
tions, and could force Compliance with every 
Thing that could add to their Power, or ad- 


miniſter to their Luſts. Bleſſed be God, 


the Voice of theſe Oppreſſors is not heard 
in our Land. But let us drop a Tear for 
ſome neighbouring Nations, who ſtill feel the 
cruel Yoke, and among whom the Exerciſe 
of that truly indefeaſible Right of Mankind, 

Freedom of T hought, is puniſhed with Chains, 
and Fire, and every Inſtrument of Death. 
Let their Calamity increaſe our Gratitude to 


God, eſpecially conſidering, that our ſacred 


rivileges are maintained and ſecured by 


what I am to name, as another diſtinguiſhing 
—_— to BRITAIN, and that is, 


Our National Liberty. Where ſu- 
preme Power is claimed as a Property; where 
the End of the Government is, to aggran- 


dize the Sovereign, without regarding the 


Intereſt of the Subjects; where theſe are con- 
{idered as his Chattels, and their Lives and 
Fortunes are looked on as lying at his Mercy, 
and wholly at his Diſpoſal; Government 


ſoon degenerates into Tyranny, and Subjects 


become Slaves. Such is the preſent State of 


many Natigns ; and ſuch Adminiſtrations 


have 


> 
4 
| 
( 
: 


„ 

bave been known even in Britain: But what 
= a glorious Reverſe of this do we now enjoy? 
It cannot be dented, that we have the ineſti. 
mable Bleſſing of National Liberty in a 
greater Meaſure, than in any Republick in 
the known World. So happily is the legiſla- 
tive Power conſtituted, as effectually ſecures 
the greateſt Intereſts, and promotes the great- 
= ct Good of the whole, The Sovereign 
Power is ſo ſettled, that the Monarch is 
then, and then only, great and happy, while 
he maintains the Laws, and the Rights of 
the People. The Subjects, on the other , 
Hand, ate bound by no Law, and ſubject to 
no Duty, but what they themſelves enact, 
or conſent to, by their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament. In a word, our Conſtitution and 
. Government ſeems to be formed, by uniting 
in it all that! is excellent, in any Model, an- 
nent or modern. 


Thus far, I dare ſay, every one will agree 
with me: But Multitudes find Fault, even 
with Things they are unable to imitate, The 
Adminiſtration is complained of, and very 
poſſibly, in ſome Inſtances, not without 
Ground.—lIr is not pretended that we are in 
a State of Perfection; nor is it our Buſineſs 


B 2 | to 


C80" 
to maintain, that publick Affairs are always 
conducted in the beſt Manner: It is ſufficient b 
for our Purpoſe to obſerve, that, whatever 
Wrongs may be amongſt us, we are upon the 
whole the happieſt People under Heaven, 
viewed as a civil as well as a religions Socie- 
j ty. And, notwithſtanding of this, it is 
ö too true, That the moſt injurious Refle- 


| ctions have been wantonly or wickedly 

| 75 
i thrown out by the defigning, and as fool- 
j iſhly entertained, by the unthinking Part 


of Mankind. — Some from Pride, ſome from 
Diſaffection, ſome from IIlmature, are ever 
cenſuring, ever condemning ; and yet can't 
cite one Inſtance, in which the Rights. of 
the Subject have been yielded, or the Power | 
of the Sovereign ſtretched. 
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A gloomy and diſcontented Turn of Mind 
renders them blind to every Thing that is good, 
or worthy of Praiſe, and leads them to regard 2 

nothing, but what may propagate their own 
Temper and Diſaffection. Like Maggots in : 
the human Body, they live only on corrup- 
ted Parts. wiſh I could perſwade theſe 
pretended Patriots, for once to join with 
their more contented Neighbours, in bleſſing 
God, for a Government under which we 
\ enjoy 


"my: 3 


enjoy this extenſive, tho? abuſed, Privilege 
of Murmuring. A Government, which al- 


lows us to complain, with Tongue and Pen, 


W without Cenſure, and without Puniſhment. 
"x The Time has been, when our very Looks 
jd were countedan Indication of our Thoughts, 
7 and excited the Indignation of Tyrannical 
Z Rulers; when our moſt ſecret Whiſpers 


were made Capital Crimes; and when no- 
thing but Approbation of Violence could 
ſecure us from the Rage of Oppreſlors. 
Now, that we are delivered from ſuch 
Bondage, let us not uſe our Liberty as a 
Cloak of Maliciouſneſs; by endeavouring 
to allienate the Affections of the Nation from 
the beſt Conſtitution, L will alſo add, from 
one of the beſt Adminiſtrations. If any que- 
ſtion the Truth of this Aſſertion, I need 
not go far for the Proof of it: For if Effects 
are certain Evidences of their Cauſes, one 


Proof of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the 


Adminiſtration lies in my Way, by obſerving 
another particular of our National Hap- 
pineſs, vig. f 


2. The Progreſs that is made, in every 
uſeful Science, and in every valuable Art. 
Theſe never did, and indeed cannot flouriſh, 

. bur 


. 


e 


but under a wiſe and gentle Adminiſtration &. 
While Force had the Place of Right; and 
Power was conſidered, as a Title to ravage 
and oppreſs; our Fields remained uncultiva- 
ted, and barren; while Arts and Sciences 
fied to Places of greater Safety. But now, 
that the Laws are calculated to cheriſh and 
protect them, how different is the Caſe with 
us? The Sciences receive ſuch daily Im- 
provements, that BRI TAIN ſeems to the 
modern, what Greece was to the antient 
World ;—Frade never was ſo extenfive, or 
ſo much improved. Arts have made the 
moſt amazing Progreſs; our Artificers are 

mul- 


* If there is ſich a one amongſt us as an Advocate for abſolute 
Power in Princes, who ſhall object to what I have ſaid, That Arts 
and Sciences may flouriſh under an abſolute Government ; and 
that their Progreſs in France, is a Proof of this. I ſhall beg him 
to obſerve, 1/7, That wherever a Patriot King is poſſeſſed of abſo- 
lute Power, he will make them flouriſh; or if it is but a peaceful 
and good natured Prince, aſſiſted by a good Council, they may 
fouriſh, as is the Caſe perhaps in France: But, if we conſult the 
Hiſtory of abſolute Monarchies, we generally find, for one Patriot 
Prince, three ſetfiſh Tyrants ; and theſe will give no farther Encou- 
ragement to Art or Induſtry, than what conduces to their own 
Grandeur, I would have him obſerve, 2dly, That almoſt always 
we ſee the peaceful Fruits of honeſt Induſtry, and the Reward of 
improved Arts, torn from the People'who live under the abſolute 
Government of a weak or ambitious Prince, who from Humour, 
or Influence, plunges his People into unneceſſary, bloody and ex- 
penſive Wars; witneſs the Condition of France at this very Day. 


9 

multiplied, and their Skill and Excellency is 
evident from their Works. Induſtry is 
every where encouraged, and the Face of 
3 Jour Land proclaims its noble Effects. In 
many Places, our Wilderneſs is become a 
"I fruitful Field, and our Deſarts as the Garden 
of the Lord. Our Cities are flouriſhing, 
and their Inhabitants are like the Graſs for 
| ol Number. By all theſe Means, Wealth, 
and Abundance of every Thing neceſſary or 
1 comfortable, flows in on us, in ſuch a Mea- 
WW ure, as far exceeds, what our Fathers en- 
5 joyed, or was known to former Ages, To 


4 compleat this Happineſs, 


. Qur Properties, and Rights of every 
JS. are ſo effectually ſecured, againſt 
Violence or Fraud, that we enjoy them in 
the greateſt Peace and Safety; without Di- 
ſturbance, and without Fear. For many 
Ages, this Country was no other, than a 
scene of Rapine and Violence. It was 
as difficult to ſecure, as to acquire any Sort 
of Wealth. The ſtrongeſt Walls, and Gates, 
could not protect from Violence; ſeemingly 
inacceſſible Rocks, proved a weak Munition. 
Theſe who ought to have been the Guar- 

dians, 


9 


dians, were the Oppreſſors of the People. 
In ſome Periods, the Power of Judging has 
been expoſed to Sale. In others, unworthy 
Men have been raiſed to that important 
Office, that they might decree unjuſtly, 
aud forward the criminal Schemes of thoſe 
chat impowered them. Juſticiary Powers 


have been lodged in ſome Families, Who, 
regarding it as a Property, have, by Con- 


to enrich themſelves; or have made their 
Power, the Mein of gratifying their moſt 
Savage Paſſions. - But now, 'the molt 
equitable Laws, are adminiſtrated in the 
molt impartial Manner; they are neither 
flrained, to ſerve the Purpoſes of cruel Se- 


verity, to oppreſs the Subject, or accomplith | 


the Ends of Tyranny; nor have they been 
allowed to loſe their Force, by an over- 


mild or {luggiſh Adminſtration. Our Judges, 
are men diſtinguiſhed by natural and ac- 


| quired Talents; equally remarkable, ſor 
their Integrity and Ability. —- Juſtice flows 


down as a Stream; and Righteouſneſs as 
mighty Waters. The Ends, and Purpoſes 
of the Law, are truly obtained; and the 
People live in Safety. The greateſt, has 
no Power to injure the meaneſt Subject. 


Every 


<> A ad af : aud 


: #4. i, 
very one may be happy, if he will. By 
WF nduſtiry he may procure Abundance; and 


7 ine Laws ſecure to him the Fruit of his 
Labour. 


I; Theſe are a few of the diſtinguiſhing Bleſ. 

ſings with which the Moſt High God has vi- 
ſited us. They are real, and Facts that all 
4 W muſt acknowledge: By them it appears, 
7 chat if this Nation is not ſo happy as it may 
W be, at leaſt it is happier than in any former 
Age, and happier than any other Nation in 
ft che known World. If I did not apprehend 
it would be too ſeverely uncharitable, T 
ſhould apply to thoſe, who murmur at our 
preſent State, the Sequel of my Text, T hine 
in Enemies ſhall be found Liars unto thee, and 
thou ſhalt tread upon their high Places. But 
that we may have yet a higher Senſe of the 
Goodneſs of God to us in theſe 7 let 


.us now, 
vr II. Enquire by what peculiar Providences 
"> theſe Bleſſings have been conferred on us, 
* and continued with us; let us call to Mind 
eo the Doings of the Lord, and the Operations 
eh of his Hands, in the great Things he has 
as : 
a wrought for us, while he ſaved us from our 


44g Enemies, 
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nr and crowned us with Dignity and 
Bleſs, has been the Shield of our Help, and 
the Sword of our Excellency, 


Paſt Calamities give a peculiar Reliſh to 
after Enjoyments, and the Remembrance of 
Scenes of Affliction and Oppreſſion is one 
of the beſt Methods by which we can be 
brought to value duly the Bleſſings of Li. 
berty and peaceful Abundance. It is there- 
fore neceſſary for us, in this Enquiry, to 


look back to theſe diſmal Times, when the 


civil Government of our Land was weakly 


eftabliſhed, and worſe adminiſtrated, when | 


there was no Diſtinction betwixt Power and 


Law, but the longeſt Sword got the largeſt 
Property: The Law was then too feeble | 
to reſtrain the Violence of powerful Sub- 


jets. Domeſtick Broils, and continual Wars 
with that neighbouring Nation, with which 
we are now happily united, or ſtruggles 
againſt the Violence of foreign Invaders, 
make up the Hiſtory of theſe unhappy 


'Times.—In thoſe Days there was no Know- 


ledge of God in the Land (becauſe ſuch 


Knowledge implies Perſuaſion;) but religji- 
ous Doctrines were delivered as Prieſts had 
a-mind to parcel them; and Mankind were 

| required, 
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J required, on Pain of Damnation, to receive 
Es facred Truths, whatever ſuperſtitious 
Monks forged, whatever an ignorant, lazy 
and avaritious Prieſthood had a-mind to paum 
on them. Indigence, and a gloomy Su- 
perſtition, produced a Savage Fiercenels, 
which inducing to Rapine and Violence, 
E perpetuated its own Original, baniſhed every 
peaceful Thought, and every ſocial Virtue, 
and made Liberty and Learning, Arts and 
F Sciences, almoſt unknown in the Land. Such 
was the unhappy Condition of this Nation, 


when, 
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1, God was pleaſed to interpoſe, by ef* 
fecting that glorious and bleſſed Event, our 
le Reformation from Popery. In that Period 
- W he railed up ſome Men, whole Genius 
and Capacity qualified them for making a 
cahdid Enquiry, and whoſe Courage and 
Firmneſs enabled them to aſſert the Truth 
in the Face of its moſt formidable Enemies. 
—Tho? the Flames often conſumed thoſe 
Men, of whom the World was not worthy; 
yet God made the Blood of his Saints, be- 
come the Seed of his Church.— Truth like 
the Light ſhone thro? all: Ir ſpread from 
Nation to Nation, from one Country to a. 
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Tevived their Remembrance of National 4 
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nother. In 3 Places it ill ſtruggles with 
Darkneſs, perſecuted, but not forſaken : Caſt 
down, but not deſtroyed. But in our native 


<p 
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ning of our Deliverance from the moſt 
dreadful Slavery and Bondage: For the 
Cruelty of the Popiſh Faction, which go. 
verned for Queen Mary in Scotland, and 
the Savage Barbarity exerciſed by Mary 
Queen of England; inſtead of effe&ting M 
their horrid Intentions, brought the Nation 
to feel the Bitterneſs of ſpiritual Tyranny; i it 


Liberty, and begun thoſe noble and olori- 
ous Struggles to which our preſent happy 


Conſtitution is owing. 


Our Liberties were thus claimed, but 
were yet far from being eſtabliſhed. So 
great a Bleſſing, was not to be ſo eaſily | 
purchaſed, Our Sovereigns, who ought} 
to have been Protectors, became Invaders 
of the Peoples Rights; and forced the bloody 
Struggles that were made to regain them. 
King James VI. puft up by his Acceſſion 
to the Throne of England, unhappily form- 
ed a very fatal Set of Principles, relating 
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to the Dignity of Kings; aſſerting, that all 
Property and Power were veſted in the 
King alone. — That his Right was from 
God, hereditary and indefeaſible : — That 
his Will was the ſupreme Law, to which the 
Subje& was bound to give implicite Obedi- 
ence and Submiſſion, as to the Will of God, 
ic. Theſe Opinions his unfortunate Son, 
King Charles I. adopted, and evidently 
ſhowed, that he intended to make them the 
Rule and Meaſure of his Government, in 
all Affairs, Eccleſiaſtick or Civil. To 
this, and to a Popiſh Faction about the 
Queen, all the Miſcarriages and Violences 


of that Reign, and the fatal Cataſtrophy of 


that Prince, may be juſtly imputed. —I am 
not to enter into the Particulars of that Ad- 


miniſtration; but muſt obſerve, that when 


two Thirds of the Legiſlature were ſup- 
preſſed, and Acts of State had the Authority 
of Law; it was full Time for the Nation 
to ſee to itſelf. Our Liberties were then 
in the utmoſt Danger, and no leſs Zeal 
than that which inſpired our Fathers, 


could have preſerved them. — I'm far from 


approving all the Proccedings of that Par- 
lament, by whoſe N theſe Struggles 
i were 
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7 
were made; far leſs would I vindicate that 
Party, who put the King to Death: But 
I would have the whole of that Scene con- 
ſidered as a peculiar Interpoſition of Divine 
Providence, for the Preſervation of our 
moſt valuable Privileges ; a Providence, 
which we ought more gratefully to acknow- 
ledge, by remembring that it did not fare 
ſo well with our Neighbours in France, who 
at the very fame Time were engaged in the 
lame Struggles, like the Briti/h, contending 
with their Princes for their Liberties. There 
the King prevailed, and the Nation was 
enſlaved: Here the People had the A- 
ſcendant, and Liberty was preſerved. And 
indeed it muſt be a ſuperſtitious Fondneſs 
for theſe Individuals who happen to be 
inveſted with Sovereignty, that will keep us 
from acknowledging the ſignal Goodneſs of 
God, in an Event, by which the moſt 
valuable Rights and Privileges of the many 
"Thouſands in BziTain were preſerved. 


But our Liberties were far from being 
fecured, eyen by this. The very Perſons, 
who pretended to aſſert them, uſurped on 
them. Inſtead of fixing the Prerogatives 
of the King in a Conſiſtency with the Rights 


of 


- 
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of the Subject, they trampled on both; until 
the wearied Nation run from one Extreme 
to another, and called home the exiled 
Prince, without asking any Pledge for their 
Liberties; or Security againſt the Evils, 
they had long groaned under. In this 
Period, the moſt dreadful Events threatned 
our Land; and every Circumſtance ſeemed 
to predict the Ruin of our Religion and 
Liberties. King Charles II. and his Brother 
who ſucceeded him on the Thtone, both Po- 
piſh, and Enemies to our Religion; the firſt 
ſecretly, and the other profeſſedly, bigotted 
to the Church of Rome.—Both educated in 
the arbitrary Maxims of Government, which 
prevail in France and Spain, and rivetted in 
the Principals which their Father and Grand- 
father had adopted, conſidered the Sub- 
ject's Claim to Liberty as Rebellion; and 
thought they but recovered their own 
Rights, when they ſtripped their People of 
every Privilege, ſacred or civil. Both 
connected in the moſt intimate Manner, by 
Blood, by Alliances, and even by ſnhameful 
Penſions, with the natural and avowed 
Enemies of our Country, our Religion and 
Liberty; A Parliament moſt abjectly de- 

| voted 
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voted to the Court, and fo little ſenſible of 
our moſt precious Intereſt, as to give up, by 
a formal Act, All that the Nation had ftrug- 
gled for thro* Seas of Blood. A Court 
which minded nozhing but Pleaſure; and 
was ſunk to the loweſt Degrees of Sen- 
ſuality, and Debauchery. Our natu- 
ral Allies, and ſuch States of Europe, as 
were friendly to us, were weak, divided, 
oppreſſed, and ready to fall a Prey to their 
Enemies. And the few remaining Pa- 
triots, ſunk with Diſcouragement, were forc- 
ed in Silence to reſtrain their Groans, or 
ſuffer the Loſs of all Things for their Coun- 
try's Sake. Theſe were direfully fore. 
boding Circumſtances; and the Event was 
correſpondent to them. 


Before the Reſtoration, the favourite 
Scheme of the Court was to reduce the 


Power of Parliaments, and to ſtretch the 


Royal Prerogative to all the Lengths of 
abſolute Monarchy ; and after that Period, 
the ſame Deſign was driven, with a View 
to make ſupreme Power the Means of in- 


troducing Popery.—'The Scene was opened 


by an Act of Uniformity, requiring, under 
the ſevereſt Penalties, Subjection to that Ec- 
dleſiaſtick 


399 
» tleſiaſtick Government, and Compliance 
Ws with that Form of Workſhip : and Diſcipline 
which had the Sandtion of Law. By this 
our ſpiritual Liberty was at once torn from 
us; and under Pretext of this Law, a per- 
ſecuting Spirit was let looſe. It begun by 
ejecting and depriving ſome Thouſands of 
Clergy, whoſe Conſciences were not fo 
pliable as the Court would have them; and 
intended no leſs than the complete Deſtru- 
ction of every Aſſerter of Liberty, and 
every Oppoler of Popery and Sovereign 
Power: Fines; Confiſcations, Impriſon- 
ments, Baniſhments; and every Inſtrument 
of cruel Tyranny, were next practiſed, 
and the Lives and Properties of the Subject 
were ſerved in the ſame Manner as their 
Conſciences. Such Severities could not fail 
to produce Inſurrections: It was no won- 
der that People were loath to part with Pri- 
vileges, which conſtitute the Happineſs of 
the preſent, and are eſſential to that of a fu: 
ture Life; or that a ſmall Number took 
Arms in the Years 1666, and 1679; and 
ſure we cannot call that a Rebellion, in 
which there was no Deſign againſt the 
King's Perſon or Government: It was no 
more, than a Number of oppreſſed People, 
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with Arms in their Hands, demandigng 


the Enjoyment of a Right, which may 
truly and properly be called unalienable 
and indefeafible; I mcan, the Right of Wn 
thinking for themſelves, and worſhipping WF: 
God according to their own Conſciences i | 
But with what Severity were they puniſh- W | 
ed ? Axes, Gibbets, Tortures, and all the Im- * | 
plements of Cruelty, were exerciſed on theſe 
unhappy Men who fell into the Govern: | 
ment's Hands. Not were they the only | a | 
Victims to, powerful Reſentment, Their | 
very Sentiments were hated, and a Pretence 
to Liberty of Conſcience was counted a | 
Crime. To diſcover the private Opinions s | 
of the People, a very extraordinary Sort of n | 
Inquiſition was ere&ed. Soldiers (even the : 
moſt ignorant and barbarous) were commil: 
ſioned to examine whom they would. A- 
mong other Queſtions, they were ordered 


to ask, Whether the Inſurrection at Bosh. 
well. Bridge was Rebellion? and if the An. 
{wer did not ſatisfy them, they were ordered 
to put them to Death inſtantly. The 
Blood of many weak and harmleſs People, 
ſlaughtered in this Manner, did not fſatiate 
the Rage of bloody Cruelty, After theſe Se- 
verities had been exerciſed for about five Years 


on | 


N 
on all who would not implicitely ſubmit their 
Conſciences to the reigning Powers; inſtead 
of an Act of Indemnity, a Proclamation was 
iſmed, dated May 5th 1684, by which a- 
bout Two thouſand Perſons were intercom: 
WT muned, and denied the common Neceſſaries 
of Life, as having been in that Inſurrection, 
or having harboured thoſe concerned in it. 
The following Reign ſhowed the ſame Spi- 
rit, The Duke of Monmouth's Rebellion 
ſerved for a Pretext; and the cruel Pro. 
ceedings of Judge Zeff7:ies, and the barba- 
rous Orders executed by General Kirk, ma- 
nifeſted a Diſpoſition, not to correct or per- 
ſuade, but to extirpate all who would not 
fall in with the Meaſures of the Court. 
*Tis true, a Toleration was granted by that 
Prince; but it appeared to the Conviction 
of the Nation, to be intended for no other 
End, but to divide the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
and to afford Protection to the Papiſts. The 
World dehoved to be confirmed in this Su— 
ſpicion, when they ſaw the wide Steps this 
Prince was making towards Popery and ar- 
bitrary Power, and the many glaring Acts 
by which he ſet himſelf above the Law, and 
wanted to ſubſtitute his own Authority in 
place of it. Acts, by which the Intereſts 
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pf the Nation, the eſtabliſhed Religion, the 
Lives and Properties of the Subjects, the 
Privileges of Corporations, and the common 
Rights of Mankind, were all trampled on. 
—To be zealous as a Proteſtant, or as a 
Patriot, was at Court an unpardonable 
Crime; while the Tools of Rome, and the 
Aſſerters of Arbitrary Power, had Wealth, 
Dignity, and Authority, inveſted in them 
as a Property; T he Wicked walked on every 
Side, whilſt the vileſt Men were exalted. 
The Deſigns of the King were open and 
avowed, and his Scheme ſo laid, that no- 
thing ſeemed capable of defeating it; eſpe- 
cially as he was ſupported by the 1 
tant Power of France, which every one 
concluded an effectual Check on that Prince 
and State, whom Intereſt and Duty engag- 
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ed on our Side ;—In a Word, all Refuge 


ſeemed to fail, and all our Privileges were 
in the moſt extreme Hazard, when the Lord 
proven our Help: 


It would be the moſt criminal Blindneſs, n 
and Ingratitude, if we did not on this Oc- 


caſion, remember and acknowledge the ama - 


zing Interpoſition of the Divine Providence, | 
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zn bringing about the happy and ſeaſonable 
Revolution, by that Hero of bleſſed Me- 
mory, the Prince of ORANGE; an Event, 
in which the Hand and Finger of God was 
moſt. remarkably ſeen. 
gave Way, and the Winds and Seas, how- 
ever threatning at firſt, were made to fa- 
vour our Deliverer. The very Things 
which appeared big with Ruin to his glorious 
Project, proved the Means of its Accom- 
pliſnment. God ſeemed to have ſtruck his 


Every Obſtacle 


Enemies with Blindneſs, while he gave him 
Counſel. He ſeems to have faid of WII. 
LIA u, as he ſpake of Cyrus by Ihaiab 
xlv. 1. I boſe Right-hand I have holden to 


ſubdue Nations before bim: I will looſe the 


Loyns of Kings, to open before him the two- 
leaved Gates, and the Gates ſhall not be ſhuts 
T will go before thee, and make the crooked 
Places ſtraight : I will break in Pieces the 
Gates f Braſs, and cut aſunder the Bars of 
Iron. — By this great Event, the long- 
laboured Plots of Rome were fruſtrated; 
the threatning Plan of abſolute Power was 
overturned; the Liberties and Privileges of 
BRITAIN were preſerved and ſecured ; our 
Conſtitution was eſtabliſhed : And foi this 

Period 


ED 


Period our National Happineſs takes its 


| Date. 
15 Thus have our publick Bleſſings been 
1 conferred, and nothing but a moſt criminal 
= Infidelity can in this render us inſenſible 
11 of the Doings of the Lord. But, 
vl . . 
il 2dly, Let us next remember by what 


.- Tpecial Providences theſe Bleſſings have been 
maintained and continued with us. And if 
we do not wilfully ſhut our Eyes, in this 
alſo, we will perceive the Hand of the 
Almighty God, who has diſtinguiſhed us by 
the moſt favourable Providences. Men of 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding, Men of Pro- 
bity and Zeal for our Country's Good, 
were raiſed up to preſide over it. This may 
be called a fundamental Bleſling to Society ; 
and has been in ſuch a Meaſure beſtowed 
on us, that we may ſay, he gave us ſuch 
Judges, as he gave {/rael at the firſt, and 
ſuch Counſellers, as he gave them at the 
Beginning of their State. — Such indeed 
have been our Rulers, and ſuch the Admi- 
niſtration that the Laws have reigned. In- 
nocence 1s in Safety; Property is ſecure: Re- 
ligion and Virtue are encouraged; and the 
3 | Intereſts 
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Tntereſts of the Nation, are the End, and the 
Meaſure of the Government. — Such a 
Sovereign, was given in the Perſon of King 
William; and in the Year 1714, we were 
bleſſed with an Event, as favourable and 
almoſt as ſurpriſing, I mean the Acceſſion, 
of the Illuſtrious Houle of HAN OVER to 
the Throne of theſe Nations. God brought 
our late Sovereign to the Crown, in Op- 
poſition to the Schemes of the moſt formi- 
dable Powers abroad, and of that numerous 
and intrigueing Faction at home; which at 
that Time had the Adminiſtration in their 
Hands. From him the Crown devolved 
on our preſent moſt gracious Sovereign; 
of whoſe Adminiſtration, we every Day 
reap the Fruits, and taſte the Sweets; and 
of whom we have the greateſt Reaſon to 
ſay, That he is the Guardian, as well as the 
Executor of the Laws; the Protector of 
our Conſtitution ; and truly, the Father of 
his People. But in order to give us a 


further View of the Kindneſs of Providence, 
let us, 
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34ly, Reflect on theſe Diſpenſations by 
which our National Happineſs has been pre- 
ſerved and ſecured to us: Many Deſigns have 


Leaders would call an Enemy. 


C 32 ) 


been Come, and frequent Attempts have 
been made on it, both by foreign and do- 
meſtick Enemies: Theſe are Events, which 
many yet alive remember; and all J intend, 
is to endeavour to lead my Hearers, to con- 
ſider them in a juſt Light; even, as {i gnal 
Evidences, of a watchful Providence, and of 
the Divine Protection. 


This appeared conſpicuouſly in the Years 
1689 and 1690; at that 'Time the abdicated 


King appeared in Ireland aſſiſted by a 
formidable Body of French Troops. He 
ſeemed to haye a moral Certainty of pre- 


vailing there, where the far greateſt Part of 


the People were bigotted to Popery, and 
were as ſavage as ſuperſtitious; and where 
their Leaders and Teachers, were entirely 


in his Sentiments and Intereſts. His Suc- 


ceſs there would have facilitated his Deſi igns 
on BRITAIN, and furniſhed him with the 


moſt proper Tools for reducing it to his own 


Plan. They had given a dreadful Proof of 
their brutal Diſpoſition, in the 1641 ; their 


Hearts were inured to Slaughter, and 2 


blind and ſuperſtitious Rage diſpoſed them to 


cut the Throats of every one whom their 
Had 


chey 
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| our Behalf: 


( 33 

they prevailed, the Hundered thouſands 
butchered in Trelaud, would probably haye 
amounted to Millions flaughtered in Bx1- 
Tax. But the Mercy of God prevented 
our Deſolation and Ruin: He made the 
ILLUsTRIOUS Hero, who had delivered us 
in BrITAIiN, the Inſtrument of our Pre- 
ſervation in Ireland; and in Oppolition to 
Force or Fraud, he E him with Sucz 
ceſs. 


Savages always have been (ard who elſe 
would be) the Tools of theſe: who adhered 
tothe Enemies of our Religion and Liberties? 
While their Leaders have endeavoured to 
clog and impoſe on the Government; theſe 
have ever been ready to add Force to 
Fraud; a remarkable Proof of this, we had 
in 1715; —- Many here remember, and all 
have hear'd of that Event, of which every 
Account, and every Circumſtance, manifeſts 
the Interpoſition of Divine Providence in 


I 


But a later Event of the ſame Niature⸗ 
and one ſtill freſſi in all our Memories, calls 
for our Attention; a diſaffected Party, had 
pally ee to ſpread their own Spirit 
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over the Nation; the Enemies of our Com 


ſtitution and Government were inflam'd, 
and the Friends of it became cold. When 
the Repreſentative of our Oppreſſors ap- 

peared among us, Numbers eſpouſed his 
Cauſe; and, buied up by flattering Promiſes, 
made the moſt daring Attempts on the happy 
Settlement we have long enjoyed. — What 
a frightful Proſpect then opened to the Friends 
of Liberty. — God ſhewed us, that the 
Battle was his. He let us ſee by what 
contemptible Means he could work his own 
Vengeance, and our Ruin. Regular 
Troops fell, or fled, before an undiſciplin'd 
Mob: Even a General, who had diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf on other Occaſions, gave them 


' Occaſion to triumph; until it pleaſed God, 


to make the illuſtrions Duke of CuuBER- 
LAND the Inſtrument of their Overthrow, 
and of our Safety. 


But this great Event itlelf. Ad not put 
an End to our Fears. While the Enemies of 
our Conſtitution were prevailing abroad, 
our Danger was only. put off, but not re- 
moved: — The allied Army was but a dif- 
jointed Force, and could not eaſily ſucceed 


_ a greater one, acted by one Spirit, 
and 
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and purſuing one End. France was poſſeſ⸗ 
ſing herſelf of Cities and Provinces ; every 
Day making new Acquiſitions. Ovr 
natural Allies of the united Provinces, were 
on the Point -of being ſwallowed up, and 
their Maritime Force, of falling into the 
Hands of that greate{t Enemy of Liberty.— 
An Event, which, in the higheſt Probability, 
W mult have becn followed by the Ruin of 
W BrITaAiN, and the Subjection of the reſt of 
Europe to that Power. Every honeſt Heart 
trembled: None, but the Enemies of our 
Conſlitution were free from Alarms. — But 
how remarkably has God, in his Mercy 
and Goodneſs, appeared for us in our Ex- 
© tremity ? He, who /tays the raging of the 
Seas; and ſays, Hitherto ſhall thy proud 
W Waves come, and no further ſhall they go, 
did bleſs our Fleets with Sueceſs; he ſtop'd 
the Rage of Violence; he ſcattered the 
People who delight in War; he turned the 
Heart of the Man 2% was his Sword; and 
induced the ſucceſsful Oppreſſor, to give 
up the Acquiſitions of Rapine for the Sake 


of Peace. — By this Peace, One, in- 
dependent of France, is eſtabliſhed on the 
Imperial Throne, and Flanders is reſtored: 
Holland is delivered; and is once more ſafe 

E 2 under 


Providences of God, by which our National I 
Happinels was wrought for us, and has been 1 


— 


Ss. 6. ths 
under the Guardianſhip of a Prince of that 
Family, to which, as a Mean in the Hand if 
pf God, that Republick owes its Being and ? 
Grandeur, Finally, by this Peace, our in- 
valuable Rights and Privileges are ſecured J 
to us; we have again free Acceſs to en; = b 
the Atinguiſting Bleſſings with which we 
are favoured, under the Protection of chef 
beſt of Laws, and the beſt of Kings: And] 
may hope that our National Happineſs mal 
be tranſmitted to our Poſterity. 
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1 have thus endeavoured, by a few Hints, 
to bring to your Remembrance, the ſpecial 


maintained and preſerved with us. A Number 
of {maller Circumſtances, attending theſe 
Diſpenſations, likewiſe demonſtrate the Hand 
of God in them, which your Time will not 
allow me to mention; but whoever ſeriouſ 
ly conſiders them, muſt conclude, this i 
the Doing of the, Lord, and is marvellous , 
in Our Eyes. They will apply the Words I 
of Moſes to BRITAIN, and fay, That : | 
we are indeed 4 People ſaved of the Lord, 
who ig the Shield of our Help, and ihe Sword 


5 
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8f oar r Excellency. This Day of Thank 
giving, calls us to remember theſe great and 
manifold Works of our God in our Behalf, 
And can we make even the ſlighteſt Review 
of his amazing Favours, without ſaying 
with David, WY hat ſhall we render to the 
Lard for all his Benefits towards us? Sure- 
ly it is not enough that we call on our Souls 
to bleſs him; that we render to him the 
Calves of our Lips, or offer to him the 
Sacrifice of Thankſgiving. —The moſt de- 
vout Services of our Lives are due to him, 
Let us therefore, 


III. Enquire, What peculiar Obligations 
of Duty and Gratitude we ly under, in 
conſequence of theſe Gifts of God to us? 


I, In the firſt and higheſt Manner, we 
are bound as Men, and as Chriſtians, to be 
devoted to the Service and Obedience of our 
Creator and Redeemer, by whom we are 
ſo highly fayoured. From his bounteous 
Hand, come all the Bleſſings we have, or 
hope. His Right-hand, and his holy. Arm, 
have got the Victory for him, aud have 
wrought Salvation for us: So many and ſo 
great 3 all ſprioging from the Divine 

Bounty, 


% 
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Bounty, ſhould bring his Goodneſs always 
to our Remembrance, and call for perpetual 
Returns of Gratitude, —We ſhould ever 
bear in Mind, that much is given to us, and 
much will be required. Let this engage us 
to expreſs our Gratitude to him, by loving 
him more than others do; by being more 
zealous and active in his Service and Obedi- 
ence ; and more ſubmiſſive and reſigned to 
his Pleaſure, than others are, who have 
not been ſo highly favoured. Let us be 
peculiarly careful, that we abuſe not his 
Goodneſs, or turn his Grace into Wanton- 
neſs : This is an Iniquity which indeed pre- 
vails, and. threatens our Land with the moſt 
dreadful Judgments, Our religious Advan- 
tages are deſpiſed, and our Liberty is made 
a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, while, under that 
Covert, the moſt open Attacks are made on 
our holy Religion, and the moſt impious 
Principles are publiſhed and encouraged. 
Our temporal Felicity is in the ſame Manner 
abuſed, and the Abundance we enjoy, is 
made an Opportunity for Sloath, Luxury 
and Senſuality.— Is it thus, O fooliſh Peo- 
ple and unwiſe, that ye requite the Lord! 
Let us be perſuaded, by the Mercy of God, 
to ſhun theſe Evils, and to learn an oppolite 
| Practice, 
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Practice. Let us improve our ſpiritual Pri- 
: vileges, by being Followers of our Lord Jes 
ſus; by being truly exerciſed in Godlineſs, 
| Ty in the Practice of every Chriſtian Vir- 
i tue; that having our Fruit unto Holineſs, 
dur End may be eternal Life. Let us 
improve every Gift of God, by imploying 
cheſe for the Ends for which they are origi- 
: nally intended : It is thus only we can hope, 
chat the Bleſſings we have enjoyed, ſhall be 
5 continued with us, and tranſmitted to our 
Poſterity. 


2. A ſincere Gratitude to God, will not 
fail to produce a due Regard to thoſe whom 
5 God has honoured, and employed to be the 
Inſtruments of our Happineſs. Subjection 
to thoſe that are in Authority over us, and 
are Miniſters of God for Good to us, is a 
Duty which our Lord Jeſus exemplified, 
his Apoſtles taught, and which our Intereſt 

requires. No Vice, no Temper of Mind, 
is more condemned in ſacred Writ, than 
Ungratitude. In Proportion to the Great- 
neſs and Extent of the Benefits we receive, 
| ſuch ought to be our Gratitude to our Bene- 
taftors—In what Light then, and with what 


(Temper of Mind, vil my honeſt and dif. 
| cerning | 


4 ) 
- betriirig Countrymen, regard our truly g fa: 
cious Sovereign King GEORGE? God 
has raiſed him up to be a Protector of Man- 
kind; and to us. the Inſtrument of convey: 
ing 1 aſcertaining the Enjoyment of every 
Bleſſing pertaining to Life or to Godlineſs. 
Will we not therefore ſuffer our Minds to 
warm in an affectionate Loyalty and Zeal for 
his Service? Shall we not regard him as the 
Miniſter of God for ſignal Good to us and 
to our Country? Shall we not feel an in- 
ward Motive, engaging us to reverence his 
Authority, more powerful than any Sanction 
with which Laws can be inforced? Can we 
fail in our Addreſſes to God, to bleſs and 
magnify him for that excellent Government 
under which we ve; 3 and in the moſt fer. 
vent Manner; to pray to him, That he would 
eminently bleſs, and long preſerve, our 
Sovereign on the Throne, as a great and 
laſting Inſtrument of our Country's Felici- fa 
ty; That he would defeat every Deſign tr 
Formed againſt his Perſon or Government; MW ha 
and that the Bleſſings we enjoy under him, th. 
may be perpetuated to lateſt Poſterity, un- 
der the Adminiſtration of his Offsprin g. to 
Shall not this Regard to our King, extend to co 
All who have the Honour to be N 
55 
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by bim? and render them dear to us; 44 


they are faithful to him; Rom. xiii; 1;—5. 


2. The Happineſs we enjoy, requires, 
that to a fervent Zeal for our Conſtitution 
and Government, we ſhould add a high Re: 


liſh of out National Felicity; and a due Con- 
cern for maintaining it. One would think; 


that every Inhabitant of BRITAIN, ſenſible 


of his own Bliſs, would; with 4 watm and 


chearful Heart; congratulate himſelf, and 


all around him, on their mutual Happineſs ; 


and that we ourſelyes would not be the laſt 


who ſhould diſcover, that our Condition is 
the Envy of our Enemies; and the Boaſt of 


all that love us. But alas! ' tis far other- 


wiſe; and I find myſelf obliged to addreſs | 
myſelf to two very different Characters a- 


mongſt us. 


| Some, and I am perfectly perſwaded the 
far greateſt Part of this Audience, are 


truly ſenſible of the Bleſſings we enjoy, and 
have Hearts truly grateful to God, and to 


the Inſtruments of his Providence for them. 


— Such will certainly judge it their Duty 


to promote theſe Sentiments, in all they are 


converſant with, and to confirm their .] n 


= Minds, 
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5 
Minds, and thoſe of their Friends and Pra 
thren; in a proper Regard to our preſent 
happy Eſtabliſnment.— This is a Duty of 
much greater Neceſſity than the moſt of 
People imagine : For we all know, That 
there is anotlier Character of Men, and of 
theſe very conſiderable Numbers amongſt 
us; I mean theſe who are diſaffected, and 
Enemies to our Conſtitution and Govern- 
ment. 


Tho' the'e have been defeated in their 
late deſperate Attempt againſt it; yet J ap- 
prehend there is ſtill great Reaſon to be 
aware, and on out Guard againſt them. 
We are too ready to think our Danger is 
over, and our Cauſe ſecure, that we need 
not mind the Murmurings of our Enemies, 
but may allow Loſers to complain. Thus we 
are ſilent, while they with open Mouth, re- 
vile our Conſtitution, ' the Adminiſtration, 
and that very Prince to whoſe Clemency 
they owe their Lives. We ſtand by as un- 
concerned Spectators, while the Preſs la- 
bours in producing Papers full of the moſt 
injurious Reflections, and defamatory Libels, 
on theſe Perſons, and Things, which every 
Lover of our Country will count ſacred. 

1 Our 


— 


C43.) 


Our Enemies leave no Method unpractiſed, 
nor any Opportunity neglected, by which 
they may expoſe the Government to Cen. 
ſure, and ſpread their own Spirit thorough the 
Nation. — They have narrowly pried unto 
every Step of the Adminiſtration (and we 


may conclude from their Diligence, that they 


have left neither Fault nor Failing undetect- 
ed.) Every Proceeding of the State hag 
been placed in the worſt Light, and the 
worſt of Motives are aſſigned as the Springs 
and Cauſes" of the beſt Acts; and if any 
Thing is found not ſo well as it might 
have been, it is repreſented in the moſt 
frightful View, and pronounced a formed 
Deſign for our Ruin——It is well known, 
that by theſe ' Methods they ſpread ſuch a 
Spirit of Diſaffection over the Nation, as 
had no ſmall Influence on the Riſe and Pro- 
greſs of the late Rebellion. The ſame Object 


is ſtill in their View; and, I am afraid, is 


purſued with too much Succeſs. They 


firſt prevail to cool, and next to allienate, 


the People's Affection from the Govern- 
ment. They ſap the very Foundations of 
our preſent Eſtabliſhment, and prepare and 


| pore the Nation to favour a Revolution; 
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8 Revolution, which muſt overthrow our 


happy Conſtitution, our Laws and Liberties, 
and make us once more feel the Bitterneſs 


of Perſecution and Slavery 


Shall we be neutral, while this 1s the 
Caſe? If we cannot prevent the giving of 
the Poiſon, let us, at leaſt, provide an An; 
tidote to prevent its Effects. By giving a 
juſt Repreſentation of our Canſtitution, Co: 
vernment, and Circumſtances, let us endea- 
vour to reclaim the Diſaffected, and keep 
gur untainted Countrymen from that fatal 


and contagious Infection. If this is neglect. 


ed by us, we deſerve to loſe the Bleſſings 
we are not at Pains to preſerve; and are 
unworthy of our Privileges, by our not hav- 
ing a ſufficient Reliſh for them, 


I would not have what I am now ſaying 


/ 


underſtood, as if T would encourage a 
Spirit « of Hatred, or Violence, againſt thoſe 
who are diſaffected, or even Enemies to our 
Country's Happineſs. The Conduct of thoſe 


People has indeed a very ſtrong Tendency 


to excite our angry Paſſions, and inſpire 


with Sentiments of Hatred and Reyenge; (a 
comp 
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CO) 
common, tho” dreadful, Effect of Party: heats; 
but directly oppoſite to real Chriſtianity!) 
If we are ſincere in the Religion we profeſs, 
it will teach us, to pity and pray for them; 
to endeavour, by every poſſible and reaſon- 
ble Method in our Power, to rectify their 
Sentiments; to bring them to taſte the Sweets 
of our happy Conſtitution; and to engage 
hem to become truly Friends to themſelves, 
by being Friends to the Cauſe of Liberty. 
Ve muſt not deny them the Liberty of 
omplaining, while we boaſt of this as 2 
Privilege peculiar to our Country; Nor muſt 
we by perſecuting, or (which is a Species 
of it) inſulting them, give ourſelves the Lie; 
while we glory in the peaceful Security, of 
the Inhabitants of BRITAIN, Severities of 
this Sort, may lay ſome Reſtraint on their 
utward Behaviour, but can never change 
heir Sentiments, or Affections; it may make 
Hypocrites, but not Converts. It is one 
great Beauty of our Conſtitution, that until 
1e Diſaffection of the Subject, is manifeſted 
yy ſome direct and overt Acts, they are 
able to no Penalty; nor can the Sword of 
he Magiſtrate reach them. Let us therefore 
eware of indulging Animoſities which may 
ret, or provoke, and render them more 


averſe 
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averſe to our Cauſe. Let us make it the 


who are in Hazard of being perverted by 
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End of all our Dealings with them to per. 
{wade; and, by Gentleneſs and Kindnels, 
to gain them to our Side. 


Perhaps in this very Audience, there are 
ſome of the Character I now ſpeak of, whol 
are- diſaffected to the preſent Government, 
and wiſh for a Change; or, at leaſt, ſome 


e ae ee ae dad 
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fuch. Both my Subject, and the Occaſion oi f 
our Meeting, lead me to addreſs myſelf ta | 


hs oo 


them: And I would beg it of them, that, h 
laying aſide their Prejudices, they Wound x 
bear with me a little, d 

That Roman Catholicks ſhould wiſh a N 
Revolution, to the Prejudice of the preſent 85 
Government, I do not much wonder; be : 


caufe by this, they expect to eſtabliſh their 

Religion, tho? at the Expence of their Pro 

ant but that a Proteſtant ſhould wiſh tolff 8 
ave a Roman Cathslick to be the Protectot 


of his religious Liberties, or one educated iii A 


the abſurd and tyrannical Principles of the 
divine, hereditary, and indefeaſible Rights off ;. 
Kings, to be the Guardian of his civil Privif g. 
leges; is fugha ſhoaking, and monſtruous Ide: pe 


that if we did not ſee Thouſands of this 


Ca) 


Character actually exiſt; we would not be 
perſwaded, that ſuch could be. How Reaſon 
can be ſo much impoſed on, is not eaſy to 
diſcover. I can conceive the Prejudices of 
Education, giving ſuch a Biaſs to the Mind, 
as will prevail over Reaſon, even in Behalf 
of Abſurdities themſelves: I can conceive 
Party Heats, and Humours, blowing up the 
Mind into a Sort of enthuſiaſtick Rage, and 
leading even wiſe Men into-the moſt glar- 
ing Follies for a Seaſon: But can theſe 
have ſuch Influence, as to make Men, with 
their Eyes open, ſeek their own Ruin; and 
deliberately court Deſtruction? Can theſe de- 
termine Men to throw away the moſt ſa- 
cred and valuable Bleſſings? Or to expoſe 
themſelves, and their Country, to the moſt 
direful Calamities ? If their Influence be ſuch, 
we have juſt Cauſe to feat them, as the 
greateſt Weakneſſes of Human Nature. 


But Principle and Conſcience is pretended: 
A Perſwaſion, that the Right of the Houſe 
of Stewart to the Throne of theſe Nations 
is from God, hereditary, unalienable, and in- 
defeaſible, and that the Nation is his Pro- 
Perty; and indiſſolubly bound to paſſive O- 
bedience, 


i 


— F 


r 


: — * 2 
a — — od —_—_— WI * — 5 5 
ö.. oa. ids 


© 49 ) 


bedience, and Non-reſiſtance, 18 aſſighed ag 
the Cauſe of their Attachment to it. 
The mutmuring 1fraelites might as juitly 
have told Moſes; that Pharaoh had a divire 
and indefeaſible Right to oppreſs them. 
But I am not now to reaſon on this unac. 
countable Fancy; which eaſily may, and 


oft has been ſhown, to be without any 


Foundation in Scripture or common Senſe, 
But this I will ſay, that that Principle 


ought to be very important, and very well. 


founded, to which one would ſacrifice their 
Liberty and Property, and every eatthly 
Bleſſing. Or, to uſe the Words of a learned 


Writer: If we allow ourſelves to think, 


« with any Degree of Coolneſs, we'll ſoon 
*« be convinced, that the Intereſt, and 


Peace of Society, is an Object of greater 


« Importance; than the Right of any parti- 
« cular Man can be, ſuppoſing him to be 
« deſcended TOM A Thouſand Kings,” 


Iknow, they villnot eaſily admit of any bad 


Conſequence, that may be apprehended, 
from the Succeſs of their favourite Project. 


They would even have us believe, that by 


* Vide Mr, H, Hune's Eſſays, 
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it our miſt ſacred Interelts would be mote 
ſafe and flouriſhing : They ſpeak of the. 
AdminiſtratiSn of that Family as mild and 
gracious; and of the Members of it, as 
Princes from whom we had every Thing to 
hope, and nothing to fear. If we are 
not obſtinate in Folly, Experience will teach 
us Wiſdom. Let Facts ſpeak: Take the 
moſt favourable, as well as the moſt authen- 
tick Accounts of the Reigns of that Houle; 
compare them with the Adminiſtration lincg 
the Revolution, and it will be eaſy to judge 
on what Side the Advantage lies, and with 
EE what Reaſon we may expect the Bleſſings 
„hey would flatter us with. 1 ſhall not add 
Jo what J have ſaid already of the poſitive 
1 and peculiar Privileges then denied, and 
r now amply enjoyed; I am perſuaded, the 
„Party will decline putting their Cauſe on 
e this Footing : Perhaps ſome will think, that 

I have already ſaid roo much of the Male- 

adminiſtration of the Reigns that immediate- 
> ly preceeded the Revolution; that I have 
raked into the Aſhes of the Dead, and have 
brought to Remembrance, Scenes that ought 
to be buried in everlaſting Oblivion. Bur 
the Review of theſe Scenes, muſt not only 
give us a higher Reliſh of our preſent Fe- 


G licity; 
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licity ; but muſt alſo let us 2 what we are 
to expect, if God for the Puniſhment of 
our Sins, ſhould ſend a Prince of the ſame 
Principles, and Education, to ręign over 
us. I ſhall not ſay more of theſe Acts of 
Tyranny and Oppreſlion, after asking the 
Admirers of that Family, Whether there be 
any Room, ſince the Revolution, for the 
Complaints made before it? Has any Per- 
ſon, or Society, been illegally aggrieved ? 
Or can the Enemies of the Government, 
eite one Inſtance of deſpotick Power in the 
Proceedings of our Sovereigns theſe Sixty 
Years paſt ? 


1 am ſenſible, that in anſwer to what 1 
J have now ſaid, ſome will alledge, That 
the Parliament is wholly under the Direction 
of the Crown.—We will be told, “ That 
«« that high Court, is at beſt a pack'd Meet- 
« ing, and the Members of it, ſo many cor- 
rupted venal Souls : —© That it is the ſame 
*« tous, if the King be abſolute in the Par- 
% liament, or abſolute in the Nation.” 
Theſe Alledgances are eafily made; But 
how do they appear ? Have the 8 
deſerted or given up any of their Privileges 
to che Crown? Have they been made Tools 


E 


e 

to injure or rob the Subjects of their juſt 
Rights? Aſſertions ſo injurious to that illu- 
ſtrious Body of Men, are not to be received 
without ſtrong Proof; and until this is 
brought out, ſuch general Accuſations can 
only be conſidered as the Fruits of Falſhood 
and Envy, or as a Mean, and unworthy 
Art, to ſupport a very bad Cauſe, 


'The Sufferings of the Houſe of Stewart, 
I know, are much urged as an Argument for 
the Nation's Pity, and a Ground of their 
Confidence: We are told, That we may 
ſafely conclude from theſe, that if ever that 
Family ſhould came to reign again, they will 
autiouſly ſhun the Rocks on which their 
Anceſtors ſplit, and rectify whatever was 
amiſs in their Adminiſtrations.— But did 
the Sufferings of King Charles I. make his 
reſtored Sons ſwerve from their favourite 
Deſigns of introducing arbitrary Power ? Or 
id the Expulſion of King James in the 1689, 
make him more tender of the Religion, 
Laws, and Intereſts of his Proteſtant Sub- 
jects, on his Return to Jreland, in the 1689 
Ur may we not rather conclude, that the 
vetted Principles of that Family, ſtand in 
04 


— 
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, > direct Oppoſition. to the Rights and Privi. 
leges of theſe Nations: 


The Character of the late Diſturber of 
our Peace, who appeared among us pre. 
tending to the Crown, is reckoned a ut: 
ficient Anſwer to every Objection that can 
be made againſt his Cauſe, and proves a Mo. 
tive to engage the more thoughtleſs Part of 
Mankind in his Intereſts : “ Such (lay hi: 
Adherents) are his Talents, and ſuch his 
Temper, that under him we may expect to 
have all our Privileges ſecured and enlarged; 
and that our Happineſs will be increaſed on 
every hand,” It is a ſtrange Perſuaſion, 
that is not only without any Foundation, but 
contrary to the ſtrongeſt Probabilities. Is it 
to be imagined, that one educated from his 
earlieſt Infancy in the Arms of Rome, and 
by the greateſt Biggots to Popery ; who had 
no Acceſs to hear any Thing, but what 
might attach him to that Superſtition, and 
allienate him from every Sentiment of the 
Reformed Chnrches; who owes his Supporr, 
and the higheſt Obligations to the Papal See; 
and who is in the moſt intimate Manner 
connected with the Popiſh Powers? Is it to 
be imagined, I ſay, that if ſuch an one was 
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on the Throne of BRITAIN, he would 


not exert all his Power, by every poſſible 


Method, to eſtabliſh his own Principles in 


the Nation, and gratify his Benefactors? 
The Sentiments of arbitrary Power have 
been infuſed into him from his very Child- 
hood: He has been bred in an Abhorrence 
of the Principles of Liberty, and a Hatred 
at all its Aſſertors. And can we after all, 
fancy that he will protect our civil Privileges, 
and maintain our Liberties? He has been ſo 
honeſt, if not ſo unpolitick, as to let us know 
his Sentiments in this Matter; while! in his 
Manifeſtos, intended to engage the Nation 
on his Side, he tells us, that his Right is 1. 
defeaſible (a Principle that will ſupport the 
moſt abſolute Tyranny that ever was exer- 
ciſed;) and that we may not miſtake his 
Meaning in it, he ſpeaks of the Adminiſtra- 
tion of his Anceſtors, as a perfect Model, 
and bids us remember the Lenity of it. 


If we are told, that he has more Judge- 


ment, and Prudence, than to purſue a Scheme 
that has been ſo fatal to his Family, Be- 
ſides what has been ſaid above, we may ob- 
ſerve; That if this is his Character, all we 
can conclude from it, is, That his being more 
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wary and leſs precipitant than his Predecef. 


ſots, will more certainly effectuate his De- 
ſigns and our Ruin. | 


'To conclude this Head, let us for once 
ſuppoſe, that the Nation was actually ſtripped 
of all the Advantages we really enjoy, and 
were ſuffering all the Hardſhips that were 
felt in former Ages; yet ſuch a Revolution 
as the Enemies of our Conſtitution have been 
projecting, could be, at beſt, but unprofi- 


table, as being only to change the Authors 


and Inſtruments of our Oppreſſion: And it 
will always be in vain to expect Redreſs of 
Grievances from any, but Princes whoſe Prin- 
ciples, and Intereſt, will lead them to it, 
Let me then, in the moſt ſolemn Man- 
ner, call on my miſled, or miſtaken Country- 
men, To rouſe themſelves from their un- 
happy Prejudices; To open their Eyes time- 
ouſly to apprehend the Miſery to which 
they would expoſe themſelves and their 
Country, to become ſenſible, of the Op- 
portunities they now have of being happy, 
and to improve them. There is nothing 


they can complain of in the preſent Admi- 


niſtration, as either wrong or wanting, but 


what they have Opportunity of amending, | 
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at their Aceeſs to the Legiſlature is open. 


Let them join in this, with others, who 


ſincerely ſeek their Country's Good; our 
Dignity and Power will then be rand, | 


and our Happineſs will grow, until we be- 
come a Praiſe in the Earth. 


4. The laſt Obligation 1 ſhall name, ariſ- 


ing from the View of our National Happi- 
neſs is, That we ſhould be peculiarly watch- 
ful aginſt every Thing that threatens it: 
Two Things give juſt Occaſion, to fear a 


Reverſe in our Circumſtances ; The firſt is 


a Spirit of Murmuring, which is ready to 
make us Enemies to our own Happineſs, and 
Inftruments for undoing it. But I have ſaid 
enough to ſhow the unreaſonableneſs of 


this Turn of Mind: And muſt obſerve, 
that there is ſomething in human Nature; 


that powerfully inclines us to a factious 
Quarreling with our own Lot, and with 
thoſe that are in Authority over us. Diſ- 
appointments, Diſcontent, Pride, Envy and a 
Fondneſs for Change, all conduce to this. 


A very ſmall Thing begins; and the moſt 


inſignificant Trifles foment it; until it grows 


to the greateſt Heights of Party Fury. It 
11 with amazing Quickneſs. A little 
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Spirit, and Weakneſs of Mind, as renders 


656 


Leaven leaveneth the whole Lump; and 
the Conſequences ate dreadful. We cannot 
therefore be enough on our Guard againſt 
its Influence on ourſelves; hor too watch- 
ful againſt its Effects on our Neighbours. 


The other Evil, that threatens our na- 
tional Felicity, is Irreligion. It is a {crip- 
tural and demonſtrable Truth; that Riphre- 
ouſneſs exalteth a Nation: But Sin is the Re. 
proach of a People, When the Goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus is deſpiſed, and his Precepts 


are trampled on; when Infidelity and Pro- 


fanity are abounding; when Vice becomes 
faſhionable, and is kept in Countenance, by 
the Example of the Great; have we not the 
juſteſt Cauſe, to fear the righteous Judg- 
ments of God, becauſe of theſe "Things ?. 
Will he not be avenged of us for this? From 
him is our Happineſs, and he will puniſh our 
Ingratitude. The Scriptures, and the Con- 
ſtitution of Things, Reaſon and Experience, 
tell us, That, The End of theſe T hings are 
Death. Luxury and Senſuality, are the Pa- 
rents of « Sloth, Sloth never fails to pro- 
duce Poverty, by which I mean, not only 
Lowneſs of Fortune; but ſuch Poverty of 


in. 


9 
incapable of Reſiſtance; and makes us a 
Prey for every Invader. By theſe the moſt 
powerful and opulent States have fallen. 
What Progreſs Luxury and Senſuality have 
already made, we all know but too well. 
Tis full Time to perceive their Conſequen- 


ces, and by a ſpeedy and thorough Refor- 


metion, to endeavour to prevent them, 


Ifi it is asked, How Individuals of a pri- 
vate Character ſhould attempt a Thing of 


this Nature? I anſwer, That publick Re- N 
formation muſt be introduced and promot- 


ed by that which is perſonal. If we begin 


condemn us not, we will then have Confi- 


„round us. 


n | H fi or | 


with reforming ourſelves, if our Conſciences 


dence before God, in addreſſing him, by 
tervent Prayer, in Behalf of our Country. 
We will have Confidence alſo, in uſing the 
moſt effectual Means, which Providence may 
put in our Power, for reforming others a- 


„on the Whole, Let us conſider ourſelves; - 
> [Ws Members of this great Body, the King. 
y [dom of GAT BRTITAIN: Let us remem- 
of ber, that as the natural Body is then only 
rs In Health, when every Organ is diſpoſed | 
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«x for acting its proper Part; ſo the Body Po- 


+ hitick is then only well, when every Mem- 


ber regularly exerts himſelf in the Duties 
peculiar 1 to his Function: Let us therefore, 
with Zeal and honeſt Induſtry, apply our- 
ſelves ro the Noyes of our ſeveral Statjons 
— to God, che ſupreme Aw 
thor of our preſent Happineſs, and of our 
future Hope: A ſteady Zeal for our happy 
Conſtitution, our ſacred and civil Privi- 
leges, a dutiful Regard to thoſe whom God 
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miniſtraiors of hege : An afeRiohate Con. 


cern for our Country's Well; and for the 


Felicity of our Friends and Fellow-citizens. 
Then will Glory dwell in our Land; God, 


eyen our God will bleſs us. Then the Pro- 


miſe made to Iſrael will be accompliſhed in 
our Behalf, Ta. Ix. 21, 22. The People ſhall 
be all righteous : They fhall inherit the Land 


for ever, the Branch of my planting, the 


Work of my Hands, that I may be glorified. 
A. little one ſhall become a Tanne, and a 
ſmall one a ſtrong. Nation : | I. the Lord 
nul ſes it in bis Tine. Amen. 
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